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Matching Equity Grant from SFAC, New Delhi to Seven 
Farmer Producer Companies Promoted by CIKS 

The Farmer Producer Companies (FPCs) that satisfy 
the eligibility criteria set out by the Small Farmers 
Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC)​ receive an equivalent 

grant to the equity contribution by members called as “Matching 
Equity Grant (MEG)”. Some of the eligibility criteria include 
33% of the members must be small / marginal and landless 
tenant farmers, paid-up equity must not exceed Rs.30 lakhs, 
presence of  duly elected Board of Directors with at least one 
woman director, management committee responsible for the 
business of the FPC etc.​ Six FPCs supported by CIKS through 
NABARD Produce Fund have received the MEG amount of 
Rs.27.9175 lakhs​ on July 24th 2017 from SFAC, New Delhi. They 
are Kanchi Sustainable Agriculture Producer Company Limited, 
Seeds Sustainable Agriculture Producer Company Limited, 
Managiri Sustainable Agriculture Producer Company Limited, 
Pudupalayam Sustainable Agriculture Producer Company 
Limited, Thandarampattu Sustainable Agriculture Producer 
Company Limited and Neithal Sustainable Agriculture Producer 
Company Limited. The process of obtaining equity grant from 
SFAC involves application by the FPC, due diligence by SFAC and 
sanction. Marutham Sustainable Agriculture Producer Company 

CEOs and Board of Directors from the FPCs at  
SFAC, New Delhi

promoted by CIKS received their second tranche of MEG of  
Rs. 0.9775 lakhs. ​As on today, a total of 30 Producer Companies 
in Tamil Nadu have received Matching Equity Grant from 
SFAC, out of which 13 are being supported by CIKS. ​ 

PROGRAMME FOR THE PROMOTION OF TRADITIONAL RICE VARIETIES  
THROUGH QUALITY SEED PRODUCTION

Valanadu Sustainable Agriculture Producer Company Limited (VSAPCL), is a Farmer Producer Company promoted 
by CIKS in Nagapattinam district. This Producer Company is involved in the conservation, production and 

marketing of the traditional paddy varieties from the inception. To encourage their effort in  this area, a new programme 
on “Promotion of Market Led Traditional Rice Varieties - Seed Production” has been sanctioned by NABARD under 
its Farm Sector Promotion Fund (FSPF). This programme was inaugurated on 17th September at a farmers’ farm in 
Thennangudi village of Sirkazhi taluk by Mr. S. Nagoor Ali Jinnah, Chief General Manager of NABARD, Chennai. The 
objective of this programme is to improvise the usage of traditional paddy varieties among the farmers community 
in Nagapattinam district to combat, climate change, water conservation etc. During the inaugural function, seeds of 
10 traditional paddy varieties have been distributed to 15 farmers spread over four blocks in Nagapattinam district.
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DST Core Support Project

Under this programmme, insect 
rearing laboratory, biofertilizer 
culture and production units, 
mushroom production unit and 
neem oil soap production units are 
in operation. As part of the NGO 
tie up component, an eight day 
long in-house capacity building 
training programme was organised 
for a group of 10 Undergraduate 
Agriculture students from Roever 
Agriculture College in Perambalur. 
Part icipants  were trained on 
various sustainable agricultural 
and allied technologies, organic 
certification procedures and Farmer 
Producer Companies. A group of 21 
Undergraduate Agriculture students 
from Annamalai University in 
Chidambaram visited the CIKS Insect 
rearing laboratory in Sirkazhi to get 
to know about various technologies 
relating to the rearing of insects and 
its relevance for research in Biological 
Pest Control. On 6th September, 
an exposure visit cum training 
programme was organized for the 
members of the Amma Womens’ 
SHG in Nagapattinam district to 
the Community vermicompost unit 
in Allivilagam and the Biofertilizer 
unit in Radhanallur village. Under 
the conservation effort, a total of 103 
indigenous paddy varieties have 
been cultivated in Agani village of 
Nagapattinam district.

Strengthening of Farmer Producer 
Companies (FPCs) – Phase – I – IV

This Tamil Nadu Small Farmers 
A g r i - b u s i n e s s  C o n s o r t i u m 

(TNSFAC) supported project is 
being implemented in Cuddalore, 
N a g a p a t t i n a m ,  T h a n j a v u r , 
Perambalur ,  Kancheepuram, 
Thiruvannamalai and Tiruvarur 
districts. A series of orientation 
programmes, demonstrations, 
technical trainings and exposure 
trips were conducted for the Board 
of Directors (BoDs), Chief Executive 
Officers, shareholders, FIG members 
and leaders. Selected shareholders 
and BoDs were taken to visit the 
Agriculture Fair “Agri Intex 2017” 
held in CODISSIA Complex in 
Coimbatore on 15th and 16th July. An 
input shop has been opened in 
K a t t u m a n n a r k o v i l  t h r o u g h 
Veeranarayanan FPC in Cuddalore 
district. Work of the Cuddalore 
District Mangalore Millets FPC was 
reviewed on 8th August at ADA office 
in Virudhachalam. Under Cuddalore 
District Mangalore Millets FPC 
two discussion meetings on credit 
linkage and JLG formation were 
held. A group of 16 beneficiaries of 
Thanjavur FPC were taken to visit 
the IIFPT (The Indian Institute of 
Food Processing Technology) in 
Thanjavur on 23rd September, to 
learn the value addition technologies 
and machinery requirement. The 
Annual General Body Meeting of 
the Tiruvarur, Peravoorani and 
Nagapattinam FPCs were conducted 
in the month of September. 

Project for the Promotion of Farmer 
Producer Companies Supported by 
NABARD

Project activities are in progress 
in  Kancheepuram, Dindigul , 

T h i r u v a n n a m a l a i  a n d 
Ramanathapuram districts with 
the support of NABARD’s Producer 
Organization Development Fund 
(PODF). A total of 7096 farmers from 
121 villages of these districts are the 
shareholders of 10 FPCs promoted 
under this project. A total of 8725 
farmers have been mobilized and 
348 Farmers Interest Groups (FIGs) 
have been formed. Chief Executive 
Officers of  the six Producer 
Companies – Kanchi, Neithal, 
Seeds, Managiri, Pudupalayam 
and Thandarampattu Sustainable 
Agriculture Producer Companies 
have signed the agreement at SFAC 
New Delhi office upon the sanction of 
SFAC Equity Grant. Computerized 
database has been developed for 
5152 shareholders.  A series of 
orientations, technical trainings, 
exposure visits and review meetings 
were organized for the Board of 
Directors, Chief Executive Officers, 
shareholders, FIG members and 
leaders.  Knowledge dissemination, 
input supply and consumer services 
are being rendered through 10 Agri 
- Information and Service Centres. 
Project Monitoring Committee 
(PMC) meeting was conducted for 
the FPCs in Ramanathapuram and 
Thiruvannamalai districts on 7th and 
28th September, respectively.

Value Addition and Marketing of 
Indigenous Rice Variety – Kitchali 
Samba

This project supported by NABARD 
under its Farm Section Promotion 
Fund (FSPF) is in progress in four 
blocks of Kancheepuram district. 
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Training Programme on Yoga at the 
FRLHT, IAIM Hospital

On 30th  and 31st  July, there was 
a training programme on Yoga 
organised for the Ayurvedic 
Physicians at the FRLHT IAIM 
Ayurvedic Hospital in Bengaluru. 
The programme was organised by 
a team of three experts from Sri 
Krishnamacharya Yoga Mandiram 
( K Y M )  a t  C h e n n a i  n a m e l y 
– Dr. Latha Satish, Ms. Nrithya 
Jagannathan and Ms. Andal.  
A.V. Balasubramanian of CIKS 
joined the programme as a facilitator. 
The programme was attended by 
Ayurvedic Physicians from other 
Bangalore institutions as well as by 
a few private practitioners. 

M a r u t h a m  F P C ’ s  F o u r t h 
Anniversary Celebration 
On 21st August, the Marutham 
Sustainable Agriculture Producer 
Company Limited (MSAPCL) 
celebrated its fourth anniversary. The 
members of the Board of Directors 
had a  meet ing  a t  the  CIKS 
Training Centre at Sukkankollai.  
A . V .  B a l a s u b r a m a n i a n ,  
K. Vijayalakshmi and K.R. Divya 
from CIKS participated in the 
meeting.   A.V. Balasubramanian 
made presentation to the Board 
wherein he  summarised the 
various challenges faced and the 
achievements of the Company since 
its inception. This was followed by 
a discussion about the plans for the 
future.

CSR Summit at New Delhi 
On 18th and 19 th September, a 
National level “CSR Summit” was 
organised in New Delhi which 
provided a platform for meetings 
b e t w e e n  v a r i o u s  c o r p o r a t e 
involved in CSR programmes and 
the representatives of NGOs.  The 
m e e t i n g  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  
A.V. Balasubramanian of CIKS.  

N A B A R D  P r o d u c e  F u n d 
Programme for the Period 2018 - 
2020

At the invitation of NABARD, 
A.V. Balasubramanian attended 
a meeting at the Chennai office 
on 13th September.  During the 
meeting NABARD officials outlined 
the programmes related to the 
promotion of new FPCs and the 
continued support for old FPCs 
promoted by NABARD.  They 
also outlined the Tamil Nadu 
Government programmes for the 
promotion of new FPCs during this 
period.  

Discussion Meetings
•	 O n  2 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  

A.V. Balasubramanian and 
K.R. Divya visited the offices 
of the law firm T.P. Chambers 
and had  a  meet ing  wi th 
Advocates - B. Poongkhulali,  
K. Kavya and G. Annapoorani 
and discussed about various 
legal issues relating to Producer 
Companies. 

•	 On 28 th  July ,  Ms.  Smitha  
V i s h w e s w a r ,  P r i n c i p a l 
accompanied by two teachers  
Ms. Vidhya and Ms. Vaishnavi 
o f  S p r o u t s  M o n t e s s o r i 
School, Chennai visited CIKS 
for a discussion on possible 
collaboration with the school for 
a teaching programme based on 
farming.

 

 NEWSROOM Happenings and more.
Literature and physical survey on 
the availability of indigenous paddy 
varieties has been conducted in 
Kancheepuram and Thiruvallur 
districts. Seven training programmes 
on organic cultivation and seed 
production techniques of indigenous 
p a d d y  v a r i e t i e s  h a v e  b e e n 
conducted. Demonstration fields 
of Kitchali  Samba paddy variety 
have been established in 10 acres 
in five villages and appropriate 
sustainable technologies are being 
followed. Photo documentation of 
the Kitchali  Samba  paddy variety is 
being done. Packaging material for 
the produce has been designed.

Retaining Vil lage  Youth in 
Agriculture through Training 
Programmes

T h i s  p i l o t  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n 
implemented in Nagapattinam district 
with the financial support of Rabo 
Bank Foundation, the Netherlands and  
co-financed by NABARD, Chennai. 
Sixty beneficiaries including five 
women from Nagapattinam are 
part of this programme. Training 
programmes were organised for the 
beneficiaries on mushroom culture 
production, biofertilizer production, 
neem oil soap production and 
conservation of traditional paddy 
seeds. The training programme 
on conservation of traditional 
paddy seeds was organised by  
Mr.  O.  B.  Ramasubramanian, 
Executive Director of  Sustainable 
Livelihood Institute (SLI), Auroville 
on 26th  July. On 17th September, an 
interactive session was organised 
with the beneficiaries at Sirkazhi in 
the presence of Mr. S. Nagoor Ali 
Jinna, CGM, NABARD, Chennai and 
Mr. D. Ganesh, DDM, Nagapattinam.
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•	 On 3rd July, Ms. Girija Srinivasan from Pune who is 
a consultant working with various Farmer Producer 
Organisations visited us.

•	 On 10th and 21st July, Mr. S. Swaminathan of Access 
Livelihood Consultancy Services visited us.

•	 On 21st July, Dr. Judith Bopp, Post Doctoral Research 
Fellow from Indo-German Sustainability Centre of IIT, 
Madras visited us.

•	 On 27th July, Mr. Subramanian Ramanathan (Retired 
Vice President, Parry Agro Limited) visited us.

•	 On 8th September, Mr. Kasinathan of Supraja Foundation 
visited CIKS and met A.V. Balasubramanian and  
K.R. Divya of CIKS.

•	 On 12th September, Dr. Sujatha, Dr. Saranya and  
Ms. Annapoorani of the Department of Commerce, 
Ethiraj College for Women, Chennai visited CIKS.

•	 On  16 th  S ep t embe r,  Ms .  Subha shre e  and 
Mr. Arun Kumar (Chartered Accountants) and 	
Mr. Srinivasan of Numeral Consultant Services visited 
CIKS and met A.V. Balasubramanian and K.R. Divya.

TALK  TO  US
Send your  feed back,  

comments  and suggest ions 
to  info@ciks.org

Forty new traditional rice varieties have been added 
to the CIKS conservation efforts through the Namma 
Nellu initiative. Under this effort, in the on-going samba 
season, 140 varieties of paddy are being cultivated 
in Sukkankollai village in Kancheepuram district 
and in Agani village in Nagapattinam district. The 
conservation effort includes besides seed production, 
documentation of agronomical properties, training 
of farmers on cultivation techniques of indigenous 
rice varieties, assisting for upscaling activities and 
education of consumers. 

Please visit Namma Nellu website : https://www.
nammanellu.com/ to know more on how to adopt 
a variety. 

Namma Nellu (Our Paddy) 
An Effort to Save Traditional Rice Varieties


